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On behalf of our Reicher Assembly, I wish all our Sir Knights, their families & loved 

ones a very Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous & Healthy New Year! 

During this holy season of Advent, let us rejoice and prepare with joy for our Savior’s 

birth.  We look forward to memorable time with our family and enjoy the beauty that 

surrounds us in the Christmas lights and decorations, the aromatic Christmas Trees, 

the special music of the season but most of all, let our hearts be glad in the generosity 

that we share with those less fortunate.   

The month of December is devoted mostly to the Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Remember the reason for the season & the true spirit of Christmas celebration…Our 

Lord Jesus Christ!  We pray for Joy & Peace from Jesus to fill our hearts and homes.  

Continue to pray for our Nation, our communities and our families. 

SPECIAL DAYS TO REMEMBER IN DECEMBER 

6 (Saturday) March for Our Lady of Guadalupe – From St. Mary’s Cathedral to San 

Jose Parish 

  7:00am FALLOUT WITH FULL REGALIA AND SWORD 

  7:30am-Coffee 

  8:00 – 9:00 March 

  9:00 – 10:00 Rosary 

  10:00 Mass with Bishop Daniel Garcia   

7(Sunday) 4th Degree Admission Committee Meeting-St. Catherine Parish 3pm 

8(Monday) Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(day of obligation) 

19(Friday) Reicher Assembly #1099 Christmas Party – Please RSVP to Giacomo 

ASAP but no later than 

  Dec.15th-6pm (512.983.7576 or giacleone@gmail.com)  

  6:30 – 9pm St. Catherine Parish Center   

  $25/Person – Bring a White Elephant ($15 value) & a Desert to share  

  with others 

 

Merry Christmas & A Happy & Healthy New Year to ALL! 

GOD bless everyone! 

Oscar Martinez, Faithful Navigator 

Bishop Reicher Assembly #1099 
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Happy Birthday 
Sir Knights !!! 

May you have many more 
 

Continued on Page 3 

Steven Daigle 

Trevor Demartini 

James Evans 

Daniel Kaiser 

Luis Rodriguez 

James Russell 

Jimmy Smith 

Timothy Sullivan 

Ben Truong 

Joseph Vaz 

St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

Feastday: December 26 
Patron: of Deacons, altar Servers, bricklayers, casket makers, 

& Stonemasons 
Death: 34 

Saint Stephen was one of the first ordained deacons of the 
Church. He was also the first Christian martyr. The Greek 
word from which we derive the English word martyr literally 
means witness. In that sense, every Christian is called to 
bear witness to Jesus Christ, in both their words and their 
actions. Not all are asked to shed their blood. 

   Those who do shed their blood for the faith are the 
greatest of witnesses. They have been especially honored 
since the very beginning of Christianity. Stephen was so 
conformed to Jesus in his holy life that his martyrdom was 
both a natural and supernatural sign of his love for the Lord. 
It also inspired the early believers as they faced the first 
round of brutal persecution. 

   His behavior, even forgiving those who were taking his life 
while he was being stoned to death, was a beautiful 
reflection of how conformed he truly was to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is recorded in Chapter 7 of the Acts of the Apostles 
(Acts 7:54-60), which immediately follows the Gospels in 
the New Testament. 

   The 6th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles contains an account of the choice of the 
first seven deacons of the Church. As the Apostles worked to continue the ministry of 
Jesus Christ as his elders, some of the Greek-speaking widows were being neglected 
in their practical needs. The Twelve decided to ordain seven deacons to oversee their 
care. In doing so, the deacons extended the pastoral care of the Apostles, the first 
Bishops of the early Church, enabling them to attend more to teaching. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
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Saint of the Month 

Of the seven ordained, Stephen was the oldest and given the title of "archdeacon," the chief among them. Little is known 
about him before this account. Like most of the early Christian leaders, he was Jewish, but may have come from among 
the Greek-speaking or Hellenistic believers, the ones feeling slighted in the distribution of alms. 

   Great preaching and miracles were attributed to Stephen. The Bible records that Stephen "full of grace and power, did 
great wonders and signs among the people." Stephen's popularity created enemies among some Jews, members of the 
Synagogue of Roman Freedmen. They debated with him to generate evidence against him in furtherance of their 
persecution of the early Church. 

   They accused him of blasphemy, of speaking against God and Moses. The charges inflamed the local populace, which 
demanded he be tried and punished. When Stephen was put on trial, several false witnesses were brought forward by 
the Sanhedrin to testify that he was guilty of blasphemy. He was charged with predicting that Jesus would destroy the 
Temple and for preaching against Mosaic law. 

   Stephen was filled with wisdom from heaven. He responded by detailing Israel's history and outlining the blessings 
God had bestowed upon his chosen people. He also explained how disobedient Israel had become, despite the 
goodness and mercy of the Lord. Stephen explained that Jesus had come to fulfil the law of Moses, not destroy it. He 
quoted extensively from the Hebrew scriptures to prove his case. 

   Finally, he admonished the Sanhedrin, saying, "You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears. You are 
always resisting the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Can you name a single prophet your ancestors never 
persecuted? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Upright One, and now you have become his betrayers, his 
murderers. In spite of being given the Law through angels, you have not kept it." (Acts 7:51-53) 

   As Stephen concluded his defense, he looked up and saw a vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God. He said, 
"Look, I can see heaven thrown open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." That vision was taken as 
the final proof of blasphemy to the Jews who did not believe Jesus was the Messiah or Son of God. For them, Jesus 
could not possibly be beside the Father in Heaven. The crowd rushed upon Stephen and carried him outside of the city 
to stone him to death. 

   As Stephen was being brutally stoned, he spoke his last words, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them." Words which echoed the very words of Jesus on the Cross. Following those words, Stephen died, in 
the Lord. 

   Watching the trial and execution was a Rabbi named Saul of Tarsus, a virulent persecutor of the early Church. Shortly 
thereafter, that Rabbi would himself encounter the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus and be dramatically converted. 
His encounter is recorded in the 9th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. He took the name Paul as a sign of his new life 
in Jesus Christ and went on to become the great apostle to the Gentiles. 

   Stephen was buried by Christians.  The location of his tomb is not specified in the New Testament and may have been 
forgotten for a time. In 415, a Christian priest claimed he had a vision of the tomb and located Stephen’s remains. A 
name inside the tomb confirmed the find. 

   St. Stephen is often depicted with stones, a Gospel Book, a miniature church and a martyr's palm frond. He is the 
patron saint of Altar Servers, bricklayers, casket makers, and deacons.  His feast day is celebrated on December 26. 

A Prayer by Deacon Keith Fournier 
Lord Jesus, you chose Stephen as the first deacon and martyr of your One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The 
heroic witness of his holy life and death reveals your continued presence among us. Through following the example of 

his living faith, and by his intercession, empower us by your Holy Spirit to live as witnesses to the faith in this New 
Missionary Age. No matter what our state in life, career, or vocation, help us to proclaim, in both word and in deed, the 

fullness of the Gospel to a world which is waiting to be born anew in Jesus Christ. Pour out upon your whole Church, the 
same Holy Spirit which animated St Stephen, Martyr, to be faithful to the end, which is a beginning of life eternal in the 

communion of the Trinity. 

Published by Catholic Online 

Edited by G. Leone  



Knights of Columbus Bishop Reicher 
Assembly 1099 

 

Contact the Editor: Greg Nelson  gnelson8156@gmail.com 

 

Webmaster for the Assembly  Brandon Kraft  bk@kraft.im 

 

From the Editor 

Patriotic Degree of the Order 

Officers 
Faithful Friar 

Fr. John Sebastian Gutierrez, CSC  

Faithful Navigator 

SK  Oscar Martinez 

omartinez@txcdc.com   

Faithful Captain  

SK Arnold Auzenne 

vinklareksrus@yahoo.com  

 

Faithful Pilot 

Eugene Rodriguez 

Faithful Comptroller 

SK Greg Nelson 

gnelson8156@outlook.com 

Faithful Purser 

 SK Roberto Parker 

Faithful Scribe 

  Giacomo Leone 

GIACLEONE575@GMAIL.COM 

Faithful Admiral 

SK John Massey  

 

Trustee One Year 

 SK Roger Ibarra Jr. 

Trustee Two Year 

SK Billy Roberts  

Trustee Three Year 

SK Michael Moreno 

 

Faithful Inner Sentinel 

SK Jim Luhrman  

Faithful Outer Sentinel 

SK Jose Roddriguez 

Color Corp Commanders 

SK Darrel Vinklarek  

darrelv82@gmail.com 

SK José Rodriquez 

Meeting Schedule: 
The Second Monday of the Month at 7:30 pm 

St. Catherine of Siena  

4800 Convict Hill Road 

Austin, TX 78749 

Parish Activity Center 
2nd Floor Room 213 

 

Meetings for Bishop Reicher Assembly 1099 

Pay Dues or Make Donations Online  

Now Available 

 

https://kofc1099.org/dues/ 
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