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Sir Knights: 

 

This month of November, is a special time for us to give thanks to GOD for ALL his blessings 

he gives to each one of us every day.  I want to especially extend my blessing to all our SIR 

KNIGHTS.  As a SIR KNIGHT, GOD has blessed you to be part of the highest and most 

prestigious degree of the Knights of Columbus organization.  Together, we as Catholic 

gentlemen, spend thousands of manhours giving back to communities and our church.  Your 

dedication to attending our monthly Assembly meetings, falling out for the passing of our 

fellow Sir Knights, participating in special church events and/or the Bishop’s special calls 

deserves a heavenly blessing.  As a Fourth-Degree member of the Knights of Columbus, you 

have chosen to embrace the Order’s fourth principle of patriotism, you are the men who lead 

the efforts to reach out to Veterans and active Military and to embody the fact that one can be 

a faithful Catholic and also a faithful citizen.  To all our SIR KNIGHTS, my sincere blessings 

for you, your family and all your whole Catholic community. 

 

The 4th Degree Assembly meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30pm in St. Catherine’s 

Parish Center.  We welcome all Sir Knights.  Give us a call if you need a ride. 

 

My GOD bless all our Brother Sir Knights! 

 

Oscar Martinez, Faithful Navigator 

Bishop Louis J. Reicher Assembly #1099 

  

SPECIAL BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS – Please keep our SK John Massey’s sister-in-law, 

Theresa Massey in your prayers. She lost her battle with cancer on Thursday, but we know she 

is at peace and not hurting anymore. Also please keep John’s brother Gus and their two 

children, Matthew and Katherine, in your prayers. 

  

REMINDER:  November 4th, 2024 at St. Catherine’s Parish at 7:15pm 

  Flag Retirement Ceremony with the St. Catherine Troop 448 Scouts 

 

4TH DEGREE SHIRTS – AVAILABLE FOR SALE 

SK John Massey (512-779-6066 jpmkofc@gmail.com ) has arranged for you to purchase new 4th 

Degree Shirts 

Short Sleeve in Blue Shirt with 4th Degree logo and First Name for $35 

Long Sleeve with Button down Shirt in Blue with 4th Degree Logo and First Name for $40 

I encourage every Sir Knight to have one or the other (or both) to promote the 4th Degree to 

our community. 

For Pre-paid orders and any other details, please contact John. 

mailto:jpmkofc@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday 
Sir Knights !!! 

May you have many more 
 

St. Leo the Great            Feast Day: November 10 

Birth: 400                            Death: November 10, 461 

From Catholic On-line 

Edited by G..Leone 

 

       Saint Leo the Great, also known as Pope Saint Leo I, was born into a Roman aristocratic 

family. His response to the call of  the Lord transformed him into one of  the greatest popes of  

Christian history. In fact, he was the first pope to be given the title "the Great." Details 

pertaining to Leo's place of  birth are not known, but it is believed his ancestors come from 

Tuscany. 

St. Leo the Great became a very well-known deacon of  the Church by 431, serving 

the church under the pontificate of  Pope Celestine I. Leo was widely respected for his love for 

the Lord, intelligence and persuasive nature. He was also gifted in bringing reconciliation 

between disputing groups of  Christians. 

That is why he was often sent out to settle disputes, both secular and theological. Following 

the pontificate of  Pope Celestine, the next Pope was Pope Sixtus III. 

Pope Sixtus III passed away while Leo was visiting Gaul at the request of  Emperor 

Valentinian III. His task was to bring peace between one of  Gaul's chief  military 

commanders and the chief  magistrate. Leo was then unanimously elected as the next pope to 

succeed Pope Sixtus III in 440. His swift election reflected the respect he had garnered 

among the people from his service to the Lord and the affection the faithful had this pastoral 

and wise servant of  the Lord. 

Pope Leo was deeply dedicated to his service as pope. He saw himself  as privileged 

to sit in the Chair of  St Peter, as the servant of  the servants of  God. He worked diligently as 

"Peter's successor." Over time, Leo became known as one of  the best administrative popes of  

the ancient Church.  However, he was so much more. 
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Saint of the Month— Continued 

During his reign, he tirelessly fought to preserve the unity of  the Church and its faith; and to ensure the safety of  his people 

against invasions from armies which sought to destroy the Church and the Christian influence on culture which she brought to 

bear. 

Pope Leo I focused his pontificate on four main areas. He continuously worked to oppose and root out numerous 

heresies which were threatening the Western Church. Among them were Pelagianism, which involved denying Original Sin and 

failing to understand the necessity of  God's grace for salvation. 

At the foundation of  the Pelagian error was the mistaken notion that we can perfect ourselves without God's grace and 

assistance. 

The other major heresy threatening the Church was Manichaeism. 

This heresy denied the goodness of  the human body, creation, and even matter itself. It failed to understand the full 

implications of  the Incarnation of  Jesus Christ. In fact, it denigrated the human body. In short, it viewed everything material 

as evil. That denies the very teaching of  the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament. It also rejects the very heart of  the 

Gospel message. 

Pope Leo I was a great defender of  the orthodox teaching of  the Catholic Christian Church and protected the full 

deposit of  faith. The whole Church is still indebted to him for this. 

During this same period, some Eastern Christians began questioning the teaching of  the Church concerning the 

relationship between Jesus' humanity and his divinity, and how to articulate this mystery of  the Christian faith. 

In response, Leo resolved the doctrinal controversy with a letter setting down the Church's official teaching on Jesus 

Christ as One Person with a human and a divine nature which could not be separated. This profound and theologically astute 

letter reconciled the disputing parties. It preserved the core teaching concerning Jesus Christ. Finally, it affirmed the fullness of  

what occurred in the Incarnation, as well as its implications for all men and women who are baptized into Jesus Christ. 

To this day, Leo's letter is heralded and praised, not only for bringing peace, but for preserving the fullness of  Christian truth 

and doctrine. It helped the whole Church enter more fully into the heart of  the Gospel message of  who Jesus is - and who we 

can become in Him, as we cooperate with grace. 

Along with his dynamic faith and outstanding theological wisdom, Pope Leo I was also courageous. He led Rome's defense 

against Attila the Hun's barbarian invasion on Italy in 452, by taking on the role of  peacemaker. 

Pope St Leo focused heavily on the pastoral care of  his people. He inspired and helped to foster charitable work in 

areas of  Rome affected heavily by famine, refugees and poverty. To him, being a Christian was not only about embracing the 

fullness of  the Gospel theologically but living it out in a world filled with hurt, suffering and needs. 

Pope Leo I was renowned for his profoundly spiritual sermons. With his words, Leo could reach the everyday needs 

and interests of  his people. It was his reputation as an "instrument of  the call to holiness, well-versed in Scripture and 

ecclesiastical awareness" that helped him become one of  the greatest popes in the history of  the Church. 

Leo died on November 10, 461. He wished to be buried as close as possible to St. Peter's tomb. His body was first laid in 

the entrance of  St. Peter’s Basilica but was later moved inside the basilica in 688. 

Pope Leo I's papacy has been described as one of  the most important in the Church's history. Nearly 100 sermons and 150 

letters of  Leo I have been preserved; one of  them is still, to this day, used in the Office of  Readings on Christmas. 

In 1754, Pope Benedict XIV proclaimed Leo I a Doctor of  the Church. Pope Leo I faithfully and unequivocally held to 

the belief  that everything he did and said as pope represented Jesus Christ, and St. Peter. He discharged 

his office, and vocation, with dynamic faith, great pastoral care and excellence. His feast day is 

celebrated on November 10. 
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From the Editor 

Patriotic Degree of the Order 

Officers 
Faithful Friar 

Fr. John Sebastian Gutierrez, CSC  

Faithful Navigator 

SK  Oscar Martinez 

omartinez@txcdc.com   

Faithful Captain  

SK Arnold Auzenne 

vinklareksrus@yahoo.com  

 

Faithful Pilot 

SK Roger Ibarra Jr. 

Faithful Comptroller 

SK Greg Nelson 

gnelson8156@outlook.com 

Faithful Purser 

 SK Gordon Smith 

gordonhsmith60@gmail.com  

Faithful Scribe 

  Giacomo Leone 

GIACLEONE575@GMAIL.COM 

Faithful Admiral 

SK John Massey  

 jpmkoc@gmail.com  

 

Trustee One Year 

 SK Julio Moreno  

Trustee Two Year 

SK Billy Roberts  

Trustee Three Year 

SK Michael Moreno 

Faithful Inner Sentinel 

SK Jim Luhrman  

Faithful Outer Sentinel 

SK Jose Roddriguez 

Color Corp Commanders 

SK Darrel Vinklarek  

darrelv82@gmail.com 

SK José Rodriquez 

Meeting Schedule: 
The Second Monday of the Month at 7:30 pm 

St. Catherine of Siena  

4800 Convict Hill Road 

Austin, TX 78749 

Parish Activity Center 
2nd Floor Room 213 

 

Meetings for Bishop Reicher Assembly 1099 

Pay Dues or Make Donations Online  

Now Available 

 

https://kofc1099.org/dues/ 
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Assembly Christmas Party 2024 

What’s happening?  The Christmas Party Committee has selected Friday, December 6th to celebrate  

Our annual gathering with dinner and a White Elephant Gift Exchange. 

Location:  Casa Garcia on West William Cannon in the party room.   

 

Sir Knights and their wives will order from the menu. 

Traditionally, we invite the widows to dinner and gift exchange, the assembly picks up the cost of the 

Widows. 

The next step is to mail out invitations to the widows and get their RSVP. 

 

December is a busy time of the year, so put on your calendar this date and location.  Tell your wife to get 

ready for a wild gift exchange. 

 

 

Attire:   Sir Knights, you may wear your best Christmas tie or Santa Hat.  Ladies always look their best. 

No Tuxedo, No KC Uniform, and definitely; No Shorts (Massey). 

More details at our November Assembly meeting. 

 

Fraternally, 

SK Michael Moreno, Trustee 

PGK, PFN, FDD, FDM 


